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The Program for November 20th: Thanksgiving
The Rotary Thanksgiving program has been
a part of Rotary�s tradition since 1997. It was
created because Terry Graff, who was president
of the club in 1997, wanted to depart from the
then traditional sermons which highlighted
earlier Rotary Thanksgivings. The result was a
program that featured ten Rotarians, who
candidly told fellow members what caused them
to be thankful. Among the participants in that
first program were Dan Orloff, Chuck Reed,
Leigh Weimers and Fernando Zazueta. This
year�s program includes another group of
approximately a dozen Rotarians.

Welcome Our New Executive Director
Leslee Hamilton is a Bay Area native and has worked in
downtown San Jose for over 30 years. After graduating with a
degree in business economics from UCSB, she joined the Peace
Corps, which sparked a love of service, travel, and cultural
adventures. She has extensive training in non-profit
management and most recently was executive director of
Guadalupe River Park Conservancy. A Rotary member since
2008, Leslee is inspired by club members� generosity and
Rotary�s local and international impacts.

Need Community Feedback for Expansion of Rotary
PlayGarden

As a result of funding from Santa Clara County � and a match from the City of San
Jose � the Rotary PlayGarden will be expanding. Through November 17, Guadalupe
River Park Conservancy will be supporting the Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood
Services Dept. (PRNS) by staffing community feedback boards regarding desired
program elements for the expansion. If you know families that will visit the
PlayGarden at that time, please encourage them to participate.

Additionally, there is a survey (please click here for the link), and two community
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meetings will be held - #1 - Thursday January 9, 2020 � 6:30-8:00pm and #2 �
TBD week of February 24, 2020.

Christmas in the Park

Christmas in the Park Event!

Please join us in an evening of fun,
friendship and holiday cheer!

This magical, family friendly evening will begin
with spirited "hot chocolate" and decadent
desserts at the "88" residential building. As a
group, we will then walk to Christmas in the Park
to enjoy the traditional lights, trees, and
exhibits!

When: Wednesday, December 11th

Time:
6:00 - 7:30PM Dessert and Drinks
7:30 - 8:30PM Christmas in the
Park!

Where: The 88 Entertainment Lounge
(88 E. San Fernando Street, 5th Floor)

Stop by the lobby table at the Summit Center to sign up for this FREE event, or send
an email to Audrey Fox.

Red Badge Fall Project-Family Giving Tree

For this year�s Fall Red Badge Project we are excited to be assisting with The Family
Giving Tree�s Holiday Wish Drive.

The Family Giving Tree provides gifts for the Holidays to Bay Area children, families
and seniors from low-income households. The Family Giving Tree expects to
distribute around 100,000 gifts this year alone.

Our job is to be Santa�s Helpers. We will be sorting gifts donated from all over the
Bay Area for delivery.

Red Badgers please sign up as soon as possible. While this is a Red Badge Project,
we invite all members that are interested to volunteer with us.

mailto:audrey_fox@comcast.net


Thursday, December 12
5:30pm-8:00pm

110 W. Tasman Dr.
San Jose 95134

We need 50 volunteers. To sign up, please contact Bill Schroh or Ginger Sotelo.

Thank you in advance for dedicating your time to brighten the holidays for many
children, families and senior this year.

The Meeting Summary for November 14, 2019

Rotarians and their guests were welcomed in the lobby by the Red Badge committee,
chaired by Helen Lambert and Terri Chapman. President Karyn Sinunu-Towery
rang the bell to open our 5,228th meeting and congratulated the Military Care
Committee on a great job at Monday�s Veteran�s Day Parade. Ours was the only
service club in the area to provide free coffee, doughnuts, sandwiches and fruit to
parade participants. We�ll have a video to watch next week.

Rafe Ann Du Bois shared some upbeat news that it was
National Kindness Day. Noting that kindness comes in many
forms, she shared a tale about tough love as delivered by her
first grade teacher when Rafe Ann was reluctant to narrate a
school play. We then moved onto guest introductions, with
traveling mics handled by Karen Fox and Deima Elnatour,
and our guests included pianist Katya Grineva and San Jose
Sharks President John Tortora.

President Karyn next expressed her admiration John Kennett for his work as our
interim executive director and presented him with a Challenge Coin. She also pointed
out that our new executive director, Leslee Hamilton, was wearing a very John
Kennett-like Hawaiian shirt at her introduction. �Leslee, please��

Fernando Zazueta took the podium to provide a history lesson about O�Brien�s
Candy Shop, which opened in 1868. It was, in 1878, the first place to serve ice
cream and specialty sodas west of Detroit. Charlie O�Brien, son of the downtown
eatery�s founder, was our second president and the Rotary Club of San Jose�s very
first meeting was held at O�Brien�s. A replica of one of its early incarnations is at
History Park.

Matt Braker was next to update us on a global Rotary
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project, this time the Hungry Harvest effort that started at
the Rotary Club of Seattle. The idea began with police
cards picking up unused food and delivering it to food
banks and grew quickly to become a district-wide,
statewide and eventually nationwide effort. Also on the
worldwide stage, we got a photo of Larry Stone -- boo
amongst yourselves -- on vacation in Vietnam wearing his
Rotary gear.

Bill Schroh let us know about a volunteer opportunity
with the Red Badge committee, which as its annual
project will be helping sort toys for Family Giving Tree
on Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m. Contact the committee if
you�re interested in helping out.

President Karyn made a pitch for next week�s
meeting, which is our annual Thanksgiving program
and will include the presentation of the Ellenberg
Award.

Jim Sparaco was next up to introduce our speakers, Sharks radio voice Dan
Rusanowsky and Sharks General Manager Doug Wilson, who had a conversation
about the team and its place in the city. Here are a few
highlights:

-- Wilson said that his role as general manager is to make
San Jose a place that players want to play. He later noted
that while many NHL players have �no trade� clauses in
their contracts, no players list San Jose as a team they
refuse to be traded to.

-- The Sharks philosophy, Wilson said, is to be the hunter not the hunted. He says if
coaches and team leaders encourage the team to play the right way, success will
follow.

-- Two up-and-coming players that fans should keep an eye on are centerman
Barclay Goodrow and defenseman Mario Ferraro.

-- On the team�s sudden rivalry with the Vegas Golden Knights, Wilson said he has
never seen a rivalry escalate as quickly as that one has. Of last season�s astounding
Game 7 comeback against Vegas, Wilson said, �I�ve never been to a sporting event
like that.�

-- Steve Ellenberg asked a question about Wilson being the last player to play in the
NHL without a helmet, Wilson joked, �Not a sign of genius, I tell you.�



Summary submitted by Sal Pizarro, Meeting Summaries Committee.
Photos taken by Harvard Sung, Photography Committee. Please click here to see the
full set.

Youth Protection Bit-O-Info

What should you do if a young person reports an incident of abuse or
harassment or if you suspect that abuse or harassment has occurred? Seek
support services for the young person, such as hotlines and couseling (or

ensure that the club is doing so).

Membership Application
Click Here for the Rotary Club of San Jose's Fillable Membership Application.
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